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Dear Minister Xingwana

As you may already know, in Heritage Month the Archival Platform launched a “Letters for Lulu” campaign (in the spirit of Tips for Trevor), to help you feel the pulse of the heritage and archive sector, and identify challenges and opportunities.  

We enclose here six key letters. In two of the letters, professional organizations and institutions like SAHS and SAHA have raised concerns about the state of our archives. As the Archival Platform, we have reminded you of the 2007 Report, Archives at the Crossroads. Young professionals in the sector have commented in their letters about the dearth of funding for individuals in the sector, the need to promote oral history, the importance of digitizing collections, and the need for a review of existing policies on copying materials in archives. This latter point was underlined by our online poll on camera use in archives which received over 1,000 votes. One of the letters points out that in the future people will not write letters, only emails!

We recognise that you will want to respond to these letters promptly given the importance of the issues they raise, and to start a process of helpful and constructive engagement between professionals, the public and government. 
There is now a large community of professional and public representative watching the AP website and participating in our online and offline platforms. Although December and January are always quiet months in the sector, we would be happy to post your response to the letters on our website during that time, and can be in email contact around the issues they raise. We’re very happy to help the DAC as far as possible in taking these issues forward.
Yours truly

(Dr.) Harriet Deacon, Director

